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water of the big lakes or form part of some picturesque precipice;
and 700 square miles are covered by glaciers. As a result, Switzer-
land has only 250 inhabitants per square mile, while Belgium has
655, and Germany 347. But Norway has only 22 per square mile,
and Sweden has 35, and the idea therefore that Switzerland is
merely a sort of gigantic mountain resort, inhabited exclusively by
hotel-keepers and their guests, is slightly erroneous. For Switzer-
land, aside from its dairy products, has turned the wide northern
plateau between the Alps and the Jura into one of the most
prosperous industrial countries of Europe, and it has been able to
do so with the help of only a few raw materials. It has of course
a superabundance of water-power, and furthermore it enjoys a
very favourable position right in the heart of Europe, which makes
it possible for the finished products of the Helvetian Confedera-
tion to slide quietly but continuously into at least a dozen sur-
rounding countries.
In a previous chapter I tried to give you an idea of the origin of
all such complicated masses of mountain-ridges as are represented
by the Alps and the Pyrenees. I told you to take half a dozen clean
handkerchiefs, unfold them and put them on top of each other
and push them together and then watch the wrinkles and the
creases and double-jointed circles and crumples that are the result
of such a forcible concentration. The table on which you per-
formed this geological experiment was the original base or core
of granite (countless millions of years old) across which the
younger layers folded themselves during subsequent millions of
years, to become those queerly-shaped pinnacles which were given
their present form and aspect by still other millions of years of
wind and rain and snow and ice.
These enormous folds, from ten to twelve thousand feet above
the plains, have gradually crumpled into a series of parallel
ranges. But in the centre of the country (the village of Andermatt
on the Gotthard Pass is the geographical centre of the country)
they meet in the huge mountains (the so-called St Gotthard
range) which send the Rhine on its course towards the North Sea,
the Rhone on its way to the Mediterranean, and which also give
birth to those mountain-rivers which feed the lakes of Thun, of